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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace ail prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A dental assembly, comprising: a ceramic [[A]] spacer (3) 
preferably mad e e ntir e ly of c e ramic and with an adapter (4) for securing the positions of the 
spacer in the a lateral direction and the a direction of rotation relative to an implant (i-), said 
adapter comprising first and second portions ( 4 b, 4 c) d e signed wherein the adapter is configured 
to cooperate with the spacer and the implant, respectively, to secure the spacer relative to the 
implant and wherein to achiev e said s e curing, charact e riz e d in that, when the spacer is in its 
position fitted on the implant, the adapter is completely enclosed by the spacer and the implant, 
and in that wherein t he first portion (4b) of the adapter is additionally d e sign e d comprises m 
accordance with on e or both of th e following alt e rnativ e s: 

a) with at least one slit one or mor e , pr e ferably two, slits ( 4 d, 4 d* ) , pref e rably 
extending in th e longitudinal dir e ction of th e first portion and arranged configured to give 
the first portion resilient properties which e ff e ct or tak e part in th e s e curing of to secure 
the adapter to the space r, and/or 

b) with pen e trating parts ( 4 e) which, wh e n th e adapt e r and th e spacer or e join e d 
tog e th e r, caus e a d e formation in th e mat e rial contact surfac e s . 

2. (Currently amended) The dental assembly spacer with adapt e r as claim e d in 
claim 1, wherein in that the spacer, with the adapter applied to it, bears via a bottom surface (5a) 

4 

against a top surface (la) of the implant, and in that wherein t he adapter enclosed in the spacer 
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and the implant is exposed to the outsides of the spacer and of the implant only via a gap ef 
int e rfac e located between the bottom and top surfaces, and the arrang e ment, for example a 
wherein the assembly comprises a locking screw (§)rfor securing the spacer to the implant. 

3. (Currently amended) The dental assembly as in spac e r with adapt e r as claim e d 
m claim 1 ei^, wherein characteriz e d in that the first portion ( 4 b) is arrang e d with a limit e d 
longitudinal e xtent, for e xampl e has a length of about 1/3 to about 1/5 of the total length {t^ of 
the adapter, and in that wherein the spacer has a coned p ortion , for example a cone (3d), which 
ean-be-directed towards the implant and which has a lew h e ight (H) , for e xampl e a height which 
is about 1/3 to 1/5 of the total height (h) of the space r, which permits a guid e surface (la) plac e d 
high up . 

4. (Currently amended) The dental assembly as in Claim K wherein spac e r with 
adapt e r as claim e d in claim la, 2 or 3, charact e riz e d in that, in the position in which the adapter is 
not joined to the spacer, the first portion has a geometry which exceeds the geometry of a 
corresponding recess in the spacer so that, when the spacer and the adapter are moved into the 
joined position, the parts ( 4 b', 4 bfif) of the first portion can be pushed inwards resiliently-and 
e ff e ct a s e curing function in the assembled position . 

5. (Currently amended) The dental assembly as in claim I. wherei n spacer with 
adapt e r as claim e d in claim la, 2, 3 or 4 , charact e riz e d in that said at least one slit or s lits ( 4 d, 4 d') 
e?tteftd extends along the whole extent of the first portion and into parts of the second portion 
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6. (Currently amended) The dental assembly as in claim 4. wherein spac e r with 
adaptor as claimed in claim 5> charact e riz e d in that said at least one slit or slits ext e nd extends 
along about half of the total length of the adapter. 

7. (Currently amended) The dental assembly as in claim L wherein spac e r with 
adapt e r as claim e d in any of claims 1 — 6, characterized in that the first portion has a polygonal 
external cross section , for exampl e a hexagonal cross s e ction , 

8. (Currently amended) The dental assembly as in claim 20, wherein spac e r with 
adapt e r as claim e d in any of claims 1 — 7, characteriz e d in that the penetrating parts consist 
comprise of the comers of the apolygon which are deformed in rounded comers in a 
corresponding configuration in the spacer. 

9. (Currently amended) The dental assembly as in claim 20, wherein spacer with 
adapt e r as claim e d in claim 7 or 8 charact e riz e d in that the penetrating parts consist of comprise 
forwardly or lat e rally projecting parts, for e xample flange ports, which are deformed against m an 
opposite surface or surfac e s in the spacer. 

10. (Currently amended) The dental assembly as in claim L wherein spac e r with 
adapt e r as claim e d in any of claims 1 — 9, characteriz e d in that t he second portion is provided 
with comprises outwardly projecting members ( 4 a, 4 a', 4 b') design e d configured to fix it in the 
direction of rotation relative to the implant. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The dental assembly as in claim 10, wherein spacer with 
adapter as claim e d in claim 10, charact e riz e d in that, in cross section, the outwardly projecting 
members comprise substantially semicircular members which can be placed opposite 
corresponding recesses (4^ in the implant. 



-5- 



Appl. No. : Unknown 

Filed : Herewith 



12. (Currently amended) The dental assembly as in claim IK wherein s pac e r with 
adapter as claimed in claim 9, 10 or 1 1, characteriz e d in that the outwardly projecting members 
are three in number and are uniformly distributed about the circumference. 

13. (Currently amended) The dental assembly as claim 12, wherein spac e r with 
adapt e r as claim e d in any of claims 1 12, characteriz e d in that the at least one slit or slits e xt e nd 
extends through on e , two or all of at least one of said projecting members. 

14. (Currently amended) The dental assembly as in claim L wherein spac e r with 
adapter as claim e d in any of claims 1 — 13, charact e riz e d in that the spacer and the adapter are 
configured such that they can be released from one another in the assembled state and can be 
joined again to one another or to anoth e r spacer or adapter with a corr e sponding ass e mbly 
function/g e om e try . 

15. (Currently amended) The dental assembly as in claim L wherein spac e r with 
adapt e r as claim e d in any of claims 1 — 1 4 , charact e riz e d in that, when the spacer is in its position 
fitted on the implant, the adapter takes «p a position which is ess e ntially substantially unaffected 
in the longitudinal direction of the adapter. 

16. (Currently amended) The dental assembly as in claim L wherein when the 
adapter is in a spacer with adapter as claim e d in any of claims 1 — 15, charact e riz e d in that, in its 
position enclosed by the spacer and by the implant, the adapter cannot be acted upon in the 
longitudinal direction of the adapter and cannot be acted upon by lateral forces or bending forces. 

1 7. (New) The dental assembly as in claim 1 , wherein the adaptor includes 
penetrating parts that are configured such that when the adapter and the spacer are joined 
together, a deformation occurs in material contact surfaces between the adaptor and the spacer. 
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1 8. (New) The dental assembly as in claim 1 , wherein the adapter includes a plurality 

of slits. 

1 9. (New) The dental assembly as in claim 1 , wherein the at least one slit extends in a 
longitudinal direction with respect to the adapter. 

20. (New) A dental assembly comprising a ceramic spacer and an adapter for 
securing the positions of the spacer in the a lateral direction and a direction of rotation relative to 
an implant, said adapter comprising first and second portions wherein the adapter is configured to 
cooperate with the spacer and the implant, respectively, to secure the spacer relative to the 
implant and wherein when the spacer is in its position fitted on the implant, the adapter is 
completely enclosed by the spacer and the implant, and in that the first portion of the adapter is 
additionally comprises with penetrating parts which are configured to deform when the adapter 
and the spacer are joined together. 
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